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Clause as Message: Theme, Topic, and Information Flow in
Mark 2:1-12 and Jude
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Too often, study of the biblical text degenerates into rudimentary
word studies, leaving aside larger syntactic and logical connections.
This paper proposes that careful study should include considerations
of genre, register, prime, subsequent, theme, rheme, topic, and
comment. To demonstrate this, it applies a Systemic Functional
approach to Mark 2:1-12 and the book of Jude.
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1. Introduction

Exegesis is commonly defined as the process of “bringing out
the meaning” of a biblical text. No matter which guide a student
follows, the exegetical process inevitably includes studying the
text in its original language, and rightly so.' In the past, even
minimal linguistic studies of biblical text consisted of meticulous
examinations of grammar, syntax, and lexical semantics. Present
exegetes now enjoy much greater access to high quality digital
resources, including high-resolution facsimiles of ancient
manuscripts. Moreover, linguistic theory and modeling in
biblical studies have taken major strides forward. Yet,
unfortunately, it seems that careful linguistic study has devolved

1. Cf. Porter, “The Greek Language of the New Testament,” 99—130.
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into little more than rudimentary word studies—and often these
are quite meager because they consist simply of citations of the
standard lexica.” Certainly, there is value in studying the
individual parts of a text (i.e., words and phrases), but even in
cases where high quality researches of these parts are achieved,
exegetes must always bear in mind that a text’s meaning is
greater than the sum of its constituent parts.’

For this reason, we argue that more extensive linguistic
analyses are required if exegetes are to arrive at a fuller, more
principled understanding of “what a text is about.” For example,
methodology deriving from Systemic Functional Linguistics
(SFL),* the underlying paradigm of the approach we model
below, generally deploys interpretive models that seek the
meaning(s) of a text along three basic functional-semantic
categories. Halliday, the father of SFL, calls these ideational,
interpersonal, and textual metafunctions.’ Briefly, the ideational
metafunction refers to meanings people make with language® as a
means of representing their experience of life as it unfolds,
mapping “what’s going on, including who’s doing what to
whom, where, when, why and how and the logical relation of
one going-on to another.”” The interpersonal metafunction refers
to meanings made with language that enact social relationships
and interactions among the participants of a given
communicative context.® Generally, these relationships are

2. For a caution against this kind of practice, see Yallop, “Words and
Meaning,” 24-27.

3. Halliday makes this point is a discussion of coherence and cohesion
in “Text Semantics and Clause Grammar,” 223.

4. Foundational resources include: Halliday, Language as Social
Semiotic; Halliday, “Language in a Social Perspective”; Halliday, “Language
and Social Man.”

5. Halliday, An Introduction to Functional Grammar, 33-36.

6. le., natural, human, adult, verbal language. Cf. Halliday and
Matthiessen, Introduction to Functional Grammar, 20.

7. Martin and White, The Language of Evaluation, 7. Lemke (Textual
Politics, 41) calls this “presentational” meaning.

8. James D. Dvorak, “Interpersonal Metafunction,” 16. Lemke (7extual
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enacted by making assertions; asking questions; giving
commands; evaluating what one thinks or feels about people,
things, or events; and by indicating one’s relative commitment to
any given proposition or proposal.’ The ftextual metafunction
refers to meanings made as people organize, structure, and
intertwine ideational and interpersonal meanings into a cohesive
and coherent flow of information that is connected and relevant
to the context of situation.'” The features at work in this
metafunction are what allow hearers and/or readers to distinguish
between text and “non-text,” that is, between sensical discourse
and nonsensical “blather.”'’ As Martin puts it, the job of the
textual metafunction is “to package ideational and interpersonal
meaning as waves of information, in one rhythm or another
depending on context.”"

In this article, we fix our gaze upon a set of interrelated
features that operate within the textual metafunction, namely
prime and subsequent; theme and rheme; and topic and comment.
Following Porter and O’Donnell,”” we suggest that prime and
subsequent function at the clause level and are specified by word
group order; that theme and rheme function across any number
of clauses and are delimited by spans of actor and process

Politics, 41) calls this “orientational” meaning.

9. Dvorak, “Interpersonal Metafunction,” 16.

10. James D. Dvorak, “Thematization, Topic, and Information Flow,”
17-37 (here, 17). Cf. Halliday, “Language Structure and Language Function,”
175-76; Halliday, “Linguistic Function and Literary Style,” 92; Lemke (7extual
Politics, 41) calls this “organizational” meaning.

11. Cf. Halliday, “Text as Semantic Choice in Social Contexts,” 44-45.

12. Martin, “Mourning,” 323.

13. As mentioned, our model is anchored in Halladayan SFL, yet our
perspective on theme, topic, and information flow has been shaped by Porter
and O’Donnell, Discourse Analysis, 85-118 (as of the writing of this article,
this book has not yet gone to press; all page numbers refer to a pre-publication
copy that we obtained from the authors and use it with their permission). See
also Porter, “Prominence: An Overview,” 45-74; Dvorak, “Thematization,
Topic, and Information Flow,” 17-37.
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chains; and that topic and comment functions at paragraph' level
and beyond and are marked by semantic shifts."”” We show how
these features are crucial with regard to the flow of information
in a text and, thus, its cohesion and coherence. We present a
series of frameworks for analyzing each of these features, and
we validate both the utility and usefulness of these models by
putting them to work in analyses of both narrative and non-
narrative texts, namely, Mark 2:1-12 and the letter of Jude,
respectively.'®

2. Discourse Structure and Information Flow

2.1 Linearity
Language users cannot communicate all at once the whole
content of meaning they wish to share with others. As a result, as
is often said, they must “organize their thoughts,” so that when
they create text the meanings they wish to make unfold linearly
in a manner that increases the probability of understanding on
the part of a reader or hearer. This constraint is commonly
characterized as a “problem” that is somehow inherent to the
linguistic system.'” However, it is really not an issue with the
linguistic system per se; it is, rather, simply a matter of the use of
language reflecting how humans experience the goings on of life.
Humans experience life as a series of social processes that
unfold in a culture as countless situations.'® As a result, when

14. We recognize that “paragraph” is notoriously challenging to define.
In this article, we follow Porter, “Pericope Markers and the Paragraph,” 175—
95.

15. Porter and O’Donnell, Discourse Analysis, 85.

16. We use examples from our analyses of these two texts throughout.
See the appendix for full analyses.

17. Cf. Brown and Yule, Discourse Analysis, 125ff. Dvorak,
“Thematization, Topic, and Information Flow,” 18-19; Porter and O’Donnell,
Discourse Analysis, 86.

18. Martin and Rose, Working with Discourse, 1-2.



DVORAK and WALTON Clause as Message 35

language users construe and reconstrue these social processes,"
they encode them into texts that unfold as sequences of words,
word groups, clauses, clause complexes, and paragraphs.”” A
well-chosen starting point for each clause—"“prime” as we refer
to it below—is crucial, for a poorly chosen point of departure
may result in misunderstanding on the part of the text reader or
hearer, possibly resulting in more work for the communicator,
requiring her or him to “travel hither, thither, and yon” in an
effort to arrive at the intended meaning. In this way, the so-called
“problem” of linearity constrains a text’s flow of information.

Yet, as Porter and O’Donnell point out, texts are more than
“an ordered list of concepts realized in a string of words.”*' They
also have a hierarchical structure consisting of “chunks” of text
that are organized around thematically related material.”> The
arrangement of these chunks is also not unconstrained, but is
governed by two different but related levels of context: context
of culture, which we call genre; and context of situation, which
we call register.”

2.2 Genre
Following Martin,” we use the term genre to refer to “a staged,
goal-oriented social process,”” or, more technically, “a recurrent

19. le., creating meaning that is constrained by context while at the same
time contributing to and reifying that context.

20. Martin and Rose, Working with Discourse, 2. The language of
“unfolding” highlights the linear nature of language in use. Cf. Brown and
Yule, Discourse Analysis, 125-26; Porter and O’Donnell, Discourse Analysis,
86. Cf. Dvorak, “Thematization, Topic, and Information Flow,” 18.

21. Porter and O’Donnell, Discourse Analysis, 86.

22. Porter and O’Donnell, Discourse Analysis, 86—88.

23. Discourse structure is also constrained by ideology in that meaning
potential is not evenly distributed across participants in a culture (Martin,
English Text, 575).

24. Martin, English Text, 493—-588 (esp. 546—73). Cf. Martin and Rose,
Genre Relations; Eggins and Martin, “Genres and Registers of Discourse,”
230-56.

25. Martin and Rose, Working with Discourse, 8.
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configuration of meanings . . . that enact the social practices of a
given culture.”” Our view is informed by Bakhtin’s theory of
speech genres, which he defined as habitualized, relatively stable
patterns of meaning that are made with relatively predictable
types of interactive utterances.”” From this point of view, genre
includes not only literary genres but “everyday” genres, both
spoken and written, such as service encounters, political debates,
gossip, jokes, sermons, stories, and so on.*®

The established genres of a culture provide an economy of
meaning-making by which members of that culture are able to
accomplish the manifold social processes required of everyday
life without having to define each social process anew each time
it needs to be repeated.” This is why, as Bakhtin puts it,

We learn to cast our speech in generic forms, and, when hearing
others’ speech, we guess its genre from the very first words; predict a
certain length . . . and a certain compositional structure; we foresee
the end; that is, from the very beginning we have a sense of the

speech whole, which is only later differentiated during the speech

process.”

Bakhtin’s point, as Eggins and Martin rightly highlight, is that
structures of discourses vary in typically familiar ways because
the staging of the social processes they are intended to
accomplish varies on the basis of typically familiar cultural
norms.”'

26. Martin and Rose, Genre Relations, 6. Clearly, our definition differs
from that of traditional literary studies where the term tends to refer to various
types of literary productions that are differentiated on the basis of form and/or
stylistic convention (cf. Tate, “Genre,” 149).

27. Cf. Bakhtin, “The Problem of Speech Genres,” 60—102, here 60. Cf.
Dvorak, “Interpersonal Metafunction,” 35; Eggins and Martin, “Genres and
Registers,” 236. For an excellent portrayal of Bakhtin and his thought, see
Holquist, Dialogism.

28. Cf. Eggins, Introduction, 56.

29. Berger and Luckmann, Social Construction of Reality, 53.

30. Bakhtin, “Problem of Speech Genres,” 79.

31. Cf. Eggins and Martin, “Genres and Registers,” 236.
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Consider, for example, Mark 2:1-12. This stretch of text is
one of many stories that comprise the biographical history (bios)
that Mark writes about Jesus.*> As such, this text feeds into the
greater social goal of the gospel to articulate and to defend the
significance of Jesus and, perhaps more importantly, to
legitimate the value system he embodies.” The particular kind of
story Mark employs here is narrative.** Narratives are stories
that aim at resolving some sort of complication. Typically, they
consist of an orientation, one or more complication, one or more
evaluation, and one or more resolution.”” The discourse structure
of Mark 2:1-12 follows this pattern (see appendix): Orientation
(vv. 1-2) ~ Complicationl (vv. 3—4a) ~ Evaluationl (v. 4b)
Resolutionl (temporary) (v. 5) ~ Complication2 (vv. 6-7)
Evaluation2 (vv. 8-9) ~ Resolution2 (final) (vv. 10-12).%

The text of Jude is a letter, so the structure of the text is, in
part, constrained by the conventions of letter writing of his day:
greeting (vv. 1-2); body (vv. 3-23); and closing (vv. 24-25).”
Jude identifies the social purpose of his letter as an
admonishment to struggle intensely for the faith (mapaxaidv
¢maywvileobal tf . . . wiotet [v. 3]). Here are the basic stages Jude
employs in an effort to accomplish his task: offer the
encouragement proper (v. 3); introduce participants to be

32. Cf. deSilva, Introduction to the New Testament, 145-48; Stanton,
Gospel for a New People, 69-70; Aune, New Testament in Its Literary
Environment, 35: “The unconscious functions of Greco-Roman biography
involve the historical legitimation (or discrediting) of a social belief/value
system personified in the subject of the biography” (italics added).

33. Cf. deSilva, Introduction, 147.

34. Other story genres include recounts, anecdotes, exempla, and
observations. Cf. Martin and Rose, Genre Relations, 441f.

35. Martin and Rose, Genre Relations, 52. These are the basic
components that comprise a narrative. Of course, the number of these
components and their order may vary depending on situational variables.

36. The caret (*) in this sequence means “followed by.” On the basic
structure of different kinds of stories, cf. Martin and Rose, Genre Relations,
49-98 (on narratives specifically, see 67-74).

37. Cf. Gabriel, “Letters,” 193-94.
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portrayed negatively (v. 4); give a series of intertextual
references to negative exempla (vv. 5-16); give a series of
directives, with additional negative evaluations of the antagonists
as foils for the positive commands (vv. 17-23).

As these brief examples demonstrate, discourse structure is
not merely the result of an author’s stylistic flourishes, though,
indeed, an author may as a matter of style intentionally
manipulate or even flout structural norms. Discourse structure is,
however, largely governed by the strictures of a given culture.
Language use becomes habitualized and is used to accomplish
certain social processes in certain ways that are deemed
acceptable by those who are part of the culture.

2.3 Register

As mentioned above, the structure of a text is also constrained by
the register or more specific context of situation in which the text
was uttered. The theory of register, first developed by Halliday™
and further developed by Martin (whom we follow here),” both
models context of situation and explains its relationship to
language.

First, register theory stratifies context and organizes it around
three contextual variables or features called field, tenor, and
mode. Briefly, field refers to the sequences of activities that are
going on in a situation, as well as the people, things, places,
qualities, and circumstances that are associated with those
activities.” Tenor refers to the kind of social relations that are
enacted and negotiated among the participants in a given

38. Cf. Halliday, Social Semiotic, 110-113.

39. Cf. Martin, English Text, 497-502; also Eggins and Martin, “Genres
and Registers of Discourse,” 230-56.

40. Martin and Rose, Genre Relations, 14; Dvorak, “Interpersonal
Metafunction,” 27-28.
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situation,* particularly the social relations of status/power* and
solidarity/contact.* Mode

is concerned with symbolic reality—with texture. Since symbolic
reality (i.e., text/process) has the function of constructing social
reality, mode is oriented to both interpersonal and experiential
meaning. It thus mediates the role played by language along two
dimensions. Interpersonally, mode mediates the semiotic space
between monologue and dialogue. . . . Experientially, mode mediates
the semiotic space between action and reflection. . . . Putting this in
general terms, mode mediates negotiation.*

Second, register theory describes the relationship between
field, tenor, and mode and discourse semantics. It is described as
a relationship of realization (also referred to as expression or
coding), in which, in Hjelmslevian terms, register is the content
plane for which discourse semantics is the expression plane.” In
this regard, field is realized as ideational meaning, text as the
representation of experience. Here the goings-on, participants,
and circumstances of field are encoded into language primarily
as verbal groups, nominal groups, and adverbial or participial
groups respectively. Tenor is realized as interpersonal meaning,
text as interaction or exchange. The enactments and negotiations
of the social relations in the situation are encoded into language
primarily through the system of verbal attitude (i.e., assertive
[indicative], projective [subjunctive], directive [imperative],
expective [future]). Tenor is also realized through the system of
appraisal (i.e., attitude [affect, judgment, appreciation] and
engagement [heterogloss, monogloss]). Mode is realized as
textual meaning, text as a series of organized messages.* Here

41. Martin, English Text, 523-26; Dvorak, “Interpersonal Metafunction,”
28.

42. le., the relative position of the participants in the culture’s social
hierarchy.

43. l.e., the degree of institutional involvement between participants in
the situation.

44. Martin, English Text, 509.

45. Martin, English Text, 501-502.

46. Cf. Halliday, “Functions of Language,” 24-26.
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the elements of ideational meaning and interpersonal meaning
are “packaged,” as it were, into clauses in which some portion of
each clause has special “thematic” status and the remainder of
the clause develops the theme and completes the message.*’

Looking again at Mark 2, generic constraints of narrative may
call for the story to open with an orientation (vv. 1-2), but
register constrains the content of the orientation. Ideationally,
Mark construes a world (a reality, an experience) in this portion
of the narrative in which the goings-on consist of the following
processes:**

«  material processes: gathering together (cuvyxfnoav [v. 2]), separating
(xwpelv [v. 2])*

« amental process: hearing (Axovcfy [v. 1])

e an existential process: is (éotiv [v. 1])

» averbal process: speaking (éAdAet [v. 2])

The following participants are portrayed:

e “he” (presumably Jesus) as the one who is “entering” Capernaum,
who “is” in the house, and who “was speaking” the message

» an assumed agent (the crowd?) as the one by whom it “was heard”
that he is in the house

*  “many” (moMoi) (also “them” [ad7ols]) who had “gathered” and could
no longer “separate,” and to whom “he” was speaking the message

+  Capernaum (Kadapvaody)

+  ahouse (oixw)

+  the door of the house (8Vpav)

»  the message or word (Aéyov)

Interpersonally, the story’s orientation is monoglossic, being
dominated by assertive verbal attitude, which is grammaticalized
by indicative verbal mood. This enacts a relationship between
Mark and his presumed readers in which, as storyteller, Mark has
higher status than the readers because he is the one who

47. Cf. Halliday, Introduction to Functional Grammar, 37.

48. On process types, see Halliday, Introduction to Functional Grammar,
108ff. Cf. also Tan, “Transitivity,” n.p.

49. The participle eigeddcv technically constitutes the circumstance for
hearing (AxoUoy) and is, thus, not a main process. Circumstances, too, are part
of ideational meaning.
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apparently knows everything about the situation he describes.
The readers, on the other hand, are situated as potential
acknowledgers of what Mark asserts. Moreover, that Mark has
opted to include this particular narrative in his gospel indicates
an appraisal; from his perspective, the readers need to be told
this story. Even just within the narrative’s orientation phase (i.c.,
at the level of the narrative™) appraisal is evident. For example,
the two clauses xal cuwixfnoav moMot doTe unxeTt ywpely unoe
& mpds v BVpav (v. 2) betoken a positive evaluation of Jesus’
growing honor among the masses.”'

In terms of the textual strand of meaning, the function in
which we are most interested here, the text unfolds in a series of
clauses, and each of these clauses has a “leaping off point” and
typically, though not always, some further development of that
point. The major concern here is with how the author chooses to
order the components of the clause. Yet even this choice is
constrained by the situation and the social purpose of both the
text as a whole and the stretch of text constituting the clause. For
example, as noted Mark 2:1-2 make up the orientation portion of
the narrative Mark has chosen to tell. The first clause in the
orientation is: Kal eicedav mdAw eig Kadapvaoby o0 Nuepdv
Nxovaby. Not surprisingly, Mark’s point of departure in this
clause is the adjunct™ “And entering again into Capernaum . . . .”

50. Cf. “The Rhetorical Effects of Attitude” in Dvorak, “Interpersonal
Metafunction,” 54.

51. That so many people were filling the house that there was not even
space to get into or out of the house is a token of positive judgment with regard
to social esteem (t, +judgment: esteem: normality). Further, the use of the term
moMol (many) coupled with the statement that there was no room in front of the
door (unétt xwpely undé ta mpds v Blpav) increases the force of the judgment
(both graduation: force: quantification: mass and graduation: force:
quantification: extent: distribution). Cf. Dvorak, “Interpersonal Metafunction,”
102; also, Martin and White, Language of Evaluation, 150-51.

52. le., adverbial/circumstantial participial clause. Adjunct refers to a
word group or groups that modify the predicator (verb) in a clause to provide
circumstances associated with the process (cf. “OpenText.org Annotation
Model,” n.p.).
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This demonstrates the “enabling” or “relevance” role of the
textual metafunction, namely to “package” ideational and
interpersonal meanings into clauses in a way that is both relevant
to and communicatively effective in light of its purpose. That is,
here, it orients the readers to the context of the narrative. Thus, it
is how text is being used in a given context (i.e., mode) that
governs the textual meanings that are made (i.e., textual
metafunction), which, in turn, govern the arrangements of the
clause components in the realization of each clause (information
flow).

2.4 Summary

We demonstrated thus far that both discourse structure and
information flow are not merely the result of stylistic choices
made by language users. Rather, structure and flow are largely
governed by two different levels of context, namely genre and
register. With regard to discourse structure, people deploy
language in ways that are staged and oriented to various social
goals. The ways in which these social goals may be
accomplished with language are governed by the language user’s
culture; the staging or structure of the discourse reflects these
cultural constraints. Information flow is constrained to some
extent by variations in genre and to a greater extent by register
variables—and of these mostly by mode. The textual
metafunction arranges ideational and interpersonal meanings in
ways that, from the language user’s perspective, are relevant to
and most effective in reaching the communicative goal of the
clause in relation to the larger purpose of the text.

3. Prime and Subsequent Analysis

We argued above that the role of the textual metafunction was to
organize ideational and interpersonal content into clauses in a
way that is relevant and consistent with register and that creates
a coherent message. Here, we provide a framework for modeling
clauses as messages and a method for interpreting those
messages.
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The message of a clause consists of two parts, “the element
which serves as the point of departure of the message” and “the
remainder of the message.”” Although Halliday referred to these
parts as theme and rheme, respectively, we follow Porter and
O’Donnell and use the terms prime and subsequent, reserving
theme and rheme for the discussion of thematic elements at the
level of clause complex (sentence) and multi-clause complex
level (see “Theme and Rheme Analysis” below).”* In the model
we present here, prime refers to “who or what the clause is
focused upon, realized by the first [word] group element in the
clause. The subsequent is defined as the development of the
prime, and is realized in the remaining group elements in the
clause.”” The prime functions to orient the reader to the message
of the clause, and the subsequent provides the news about the
prime that the writer wants the readers to know, to experience, or
to remember.>

Every clause has a prime element and most also have a
subsequent, though it is possible for a clause to consist only of a
prime.”’ The word group element (i.e., subject, predicator,
complement, or adjunct)® comprising the prime may be as
simple as a single word (conjunctions are excluded), or it may be
a complex nominal or verbal group or even an embedded
clause.” Subsequent consists of all other word group elements
following the prime. For example, the initial clause in Mark 2:1—
12 is analyzed for prime and subsequent as follows (see the
appendix for a full prime and subsequent analysis of this unit):

53. Halliday, Introduction to Functional Grammar, 37. Cf. Porter and
O’Donnell, Discourse Analysis, 90.

54. Porter and O’Donnell, Discourse Analysis, 91.

55. Porter and O’Donnell, Discourse Analysis, 91 (italics theirs).

56. Dvorak, “Thematization, Topic, and Information Flow,” 20.

57. Porter and O’Donnell, Discourse Analysis, 92; Dvorak,
“Thematization, Topic, and Information Flow,” 20.

58. Cf. O’Donnell, Porter, Reed, Picirilli, Smith, and Tan, “Clause Level
Annotation Specification,” n. p.

59. Cf. Dvorak, “Thematization, Topic, and Information Flow,” 20.
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Prime Subsequent

MIPeloerbav [* mddw |* eic Kadapvaoby |* 0t Huepdv 1] " xolaby

Mark’s point of departure in this clause is an adjunct consisting
of an embedded participial clause that realizes a temporal
context for interpreting or understanding the subsequent, which
consists of the predicator (main verb).

The following clause from Mark 2:3 raises a crucial point,
namely that prime and subsequent analysis must be performed
on the Greek text and not on a translation.

Prime Subsequent

P &oxova AP dépovres | mpds adTov |C mapadutindy [[F alpduevov |* imd

tegadpwy 1] 1]

The prime of this clause is the predicator or verbal group. In
Greek, finite verbs are monolectic, which means they
grammaticalize person as part of their form through the use of
personal endings.” Thus, it is not necessary for users of Greek to
specify explicitly a subject in a clause. In fact, the default,
unmarked option in biblical Greek is not to specify a subject.®
However, in many other languages like English, for example, the
default, unmarked option is to specify a subject. This means if
prime and subsequent analysis is performed on an English
translation, it would label prime incorrectly. In this particular
instance, based on the English gloss, “They come/are coming
bringing to him a paralytic being carried by four,” the prime
would be “they.” However, the actual prime is the process
“come/are coming.” Thus, Mark chose to begin with the material

60. Cf. Porter, “Prominence,” 71. Porter and O’Donnell (Discourse
Analysis, 93) note that this gives the writer of Greek the flexibility to “(1) not
specify a specific subject . . . , (2) specify the subject, but not place it in
primary position . . . , or (3) specify the subject and place it in primary position

in the clause . . . .
61. Porter and O’Donnell, Discourse Analysis, 93 n. 148.
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process and to further develop it with circumstantial information
provided by an embedded participial clause.

It is often assumed that items in prime position are prominent
simply because they occupy prime position in the clause, but this
is not the de facto case. Determining prominence requires
consideration of other factors including analyses of clause
realization patterns across the corpus of text written by the same
author (e.g., the Pauline epistles),”” as well as the entire New
Testament corpus and other factors such as literary genre. Also to
be accounted for are features of markedness, grounding, and
salience.” Further research in this area is needed, but it may be,
for example, that because predicators fill prime position the
majority of times across the New Testament, saying that a
predicator is prominent simply because it occupies prime
position in the clause would be to say too much.** That said, the
order of word groups within a clause is, indeed, a factor in
determining prominence.”

4. Theme and Rheme Analysis

Porter and O’Donnell reserve the terms theme and rheme for
identifying and discussing the “thematic elements at the sentence
and multi-sentence level.”*® This means the focus of our textual
analysis now shifts to the level above the clause. When exploring
theme and rheme analysis, it is important to define the terms

62. Cf. Tan, “Prominence in the Pauline Epistles,” 95-110.

63. Cf. Westfall, “Analysis of Prominence in Hellenistic Greek,” 75-94.

64. Dvorak’s analysis of the entire New Testament revealed that across
the entire New Testament predicators were prime 7227 times, adjuncts 5767
times, subjects 5354 times, and complements 2634 times. Cf. Dvorak,
“Thematization, Topic, and Information Flow,” 25-26. Cf. also Porter
(“Prominence,” 71) who discusses patterns of order of first and second clause
components.

65. Cf. Porter, “Prominence,” 67-69.

66. Porter and O’Donnell, Discourse Analysis, 98.
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clearly, to delineate the steps in analysis, and to stress a number
of the important advantages to such an analysis.

To begin, one must have an understanding of the term process
chain. A process is any verbal action, implied or inscribed,
within a clause; a process chain refers to a string of verbal
processes that form a series across a stretch of text.”” This chain
of processes is ascribed to a particular actor(s), who is said to be
the thematic actor. Of course, other participants and their actions
may be interspersed in the same stretch of text, but these do not
necessarily break the process chain associated with the thematic
actor. An easy example in English is as follows:

Bobby went to the store. There he was greeted by a clerk, and then
searched for a loaf of bread. When he found it, however, he decided
that it was too expensive, so he put it back on the shelf. However, an
older woman standing nearby decided she would take it. Bobby then
left the store and travelled to the Shop-For-Less down the road, where
he purchased the bread for a less expensive price.

All of the verbs in this anecdote form a process chain, and
Bobby is the primary participant: Bobby went, searched, found,
decided, put, left, travelled, and purchased. Notice as well that
the additional processes performed by the clerk and the older
woman do not break the chain as it follows Bobby, for their
actions are clearly secondary information and reactionary
throughout Bobby’s story.

This story provides an excellent segue to the notion of theme.
Theme in narrative is best seen through the transition and change
of a participant as a primary actor in a process chain—what is
usually called the thematic actor.®® In other words, a theme is the
transition from one thematic actor to another or a change in
participant involvement that breaks a process chain. That being
said, the thematic actor must be an explicit subject, meaning that
the actor cannot merely be implied from a verb. This does not
mean, however, that the thematic actor must be prime or even
articulated. Indeed, the thematic actor can be anarthrous or

67. Porter and O’Donnell, Discourse Analysis, 98.
68. Porter and O’Donnell, Discourse Analysis, 98.
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articulated, prime or subsequent. Provided the thematic actor is
articulated, this actor can be said to be more emphatic. More
emphatic still is when the thematic actor also occupies the prime
position in the clause.” Such a theme is said to be marked and
should be noted as a potential boundary marker for a shift in
discourse topic, which will be discussed more thoroughly below.

Interestingly enough, the thematic actor can actually be
passive, which suggests that more refined language is needed in
future formulations of theme and rheme analyses. The following
brief narrative concerning a shirt demonstrates the shortcomings
of “actor” language:

Cindy’s shirt was stained by an ice cream cone. The shirt, then, had to
be tossed into the washing machine, which soaked it for twenty
minutes. The shirt then was brought out of the wash and was placed
into the dryer for a sixty-minute tumble. Finally, the shirt was
removed by Cindy and hung on the drying rack.

Clearly, the narrative is about the shirt: It is the theme of the tale
even though it is not truly an actor in any instance. Perhaps the
language of “primary participant” could be more helpful and less
misleading.

Moving onto clausal considerations, the thematic participant
must be in a primary clause, or on clause level a in the Open
Text model.”” Any participant found in a secondary clause has
been rank-shifted down to level  and therefore plays a
subordinate role to the circumstances of the primary clause.
Obviously, then, a subordinated participant cannot serve as the
primary participant.

Lastly, one must consider the concept of rheme—the
additional information regarding the current thematic
participant,”” which is also understood as the extensive
circumstantial information involved in a process chain. Consider
the story of a young elf:

69. Porter and O’Donnell, Discourse Analysis, 98-99.
70. Porter and O’Donnell, Discourse Analysis, 103.
71. Porter and O’Donnell, Discourse Analysis, 98.
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Sissy was out late one night at her friends’ home. Realizing that she
would not be able to return to the hovel before the werewolves came
out for the night, she decided to employ her cunning. Acting quickly,
she pulled leaves and twigs off of a few nearby oaks and began to
construct a glider. She then climbed atop the tallest tree at her friends’
den and sets sail for home, landing safely at her hovel just as she
heard the first howl of the dark night. She was safe, safe indeed.

In the preceding story, all of the details concerning her activities,
the building, gliding, landing, and so on, all serve as rhematic
material to fill out the picture of the text. It is clear that this
section of text is about Sissy since she is the primary participant.
The rheme is what allows the reader to know that the story is
truly about not only Sissy but also her quick wit and her return
voyage home.

Briefly, it is worth noting that following the application of
both prime and subsequent analysis and theme and rheme
analysis, the two analyses may be cross examined for additional
and enlightening findings. For example, should a prime in a
clause also be a theme, then the theme is considered marked,
meaning that the author chose to launch his clause with the
theme change.” This reflects the nature of language in that the
speaker has to make a choice regarding how to start a clause.
Since language is necessarily syntagmatic and paradigmatic—
linear and oppositional—only one thing can be said at a time.
Therefore, the first chosen words that come out of the mouth
must be considered significant, especially in the language of
Greek where word order is significantly more malleable than in
English, although it is important to note that a linguistic choice is
not always conscious.

To grasp how the idea of prime and theme work together here
is a small reiteration of Sissy’s story: “Sissy was out late one
night at her friends’ home. Realizing that she would not be able
to return to the hovel before the werewolves came out for the
night, she decided to employ her cunning.” Notice how the first
clause begins with “Sissy” as both the prime and the thematic

72. Porter and O’Donnell, Discourse Analysis, 100-101.
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participant. There is no question as to whom the story pertains.
However, the prime in the following sentence is actually a
participle, adjunct material, which sets the stage for the problem
in the text. Thus, the kernel of truth from these first two
sentences is that Sissy realizes she has a problem. Without the
coupling of prime and theme, such a realization could very well
be missed by a casual reader or interpreter, leading to a
misunderstanding of character prominence.” The true beauty of
these analyses, therefore, can be seen in the fact that they cause
the analyst to slow down and appreciate the rhetoric within the
text itself.

The importance of theme and rheme analysis cannot be
understated, for it is key in determining exactly what the author
is trying to communicate in a given pericope. The thematic actor
in a given process chain is the governing character in a multi-
sentence portion of the text. All of the information that is
circumstantial to the theme is the rheme and should be treated as
adding additional information to the theme. If one were to
confuse this, then one would be in danger of putting words in the
author’s mouth and mirror reading into the text. Therefore,
theme and rheme analysis is critical to providing the clearest
possible picture of a text’s message, the bits of the text that the
author considers most important, which leads to the best possible
applications for daily living.

There are only two thematic units in Mark 2:1-12 (cf. the
appendix for a full theme-rheme analysis). The first thematic unit
consists of verses 1-5. In this unit, the only explicit subject of a
process chain that occurs in a primary clause is moMoi (v. 2).
Mark has not chosen the most heavily marked theme option,
since moAol does not also occupy prime position in the clause.
Although 6 mapaiuTixés occurs in the subject slot of clause 16 (v.
4), it occurs in a dependent clause; thus, it does not constitute a
thematic shift. ‘O 'Inyoolic occurs in v. 5, but it is part of a
secondary embedded participial clause that serves as an adjunct
in the primary clause and is, therefore, not a thematic shift. The

73. Porter and O’Donnell, Discourse Analysis, 104-105.
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only remaining possibility is ai apaptiat in clause 19 (v. 5);
however, although it is subject in a primary clause, it belongs to
a stretch of reported speech and is, thus, not a thematic shift. The
next thematic unit begins at clause 20 (v. 6) with Twves T@v
yeappatéwy (not marked) and extends all the way through to the
end of the unit (v. 12). Again, a number of other subjects occur in
the subsequent clauses, but as in the first unit, none of them
qualifies as a thematic shift because either they occur as part of
reported speech or secondary clauses (embedded or standalone).
There are only a couple thematic units in Jude. A few of these
will be examined below to demonstrate what has been written
above. The first of these examples comes from clause twelve:

mapelcéduoay ydp Tves dvbpwmol, of mdAat mpoyeypaupévol eig TodTo TO
R v R h o

xpiua, doeeic, Ty Tol Beol Nudv ydpita petatibévres eic doékyeiay

xal oV uévov deaméTyy xal xOptov Ny Tnoolv Xpiotdv dpvolpevol.

Here we have an example of an unmarked theme, for the
theme is not prime in the clause. Tiveg dvBpwmot is the primary
participant of this clause. The rest of the material is rhematic in
that it is giving additional information about these ‘“certain
people.” The most significant of the rhematic material here is the
process associated with the subject on the primary clause level.
This process is mapeicéduoay, essentially meaning that these
people have snuck in among them. There are other processes,
however, involved that are related back to the theme here, which
form a process chain when taken together. Some of these
predicators are  participles, which associate various
circumstantial bits with the theme provided. Other verbs found in
clauses 29-32 are also on the primary level, which at least
include: waivouaw, dfetolio, and PAacdnuolow. Each of these
verbs is intensely negative in nature, which supports the
assertion that the author genuinely does not approve of these
individuals at all.

Now, one might assert that these verbs should be rhematic for
other subjects since there are indeed other subjects that these
verbs predicate. However, there is no explicit subject on the
primary clause level that signals a change in theme after Tiveg
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&vBpwmor until Muyan).™ Since this is the case, it cannot be said
that any of these intermediate participants is thematic. The
secondary clauses, embedded or otherwise, cannot carry enough
weight to be thematic since they are additional information used
to support the primary material they follow.

The second example comes from clause 40: Odtot 3¢ oa pév
ox oldaowy Bracdnuolow. In this example, the theme is marked,
meaning that the primary participant is also in the prime
position. Since the author chose to present this theme as marked,
it likely has extra weight. In this instance, the marked theme is
actually a reference back to the theme in clause twelve, which
serves as the topic of the entire discourse. Thus, it is likely that
the theme is marked as the author tries to reorient his audience
toward himself as opposed to his adversaries.

The final example comes from clause 67: xai 0 oTépa adTY
adel Omépoyxa, Bavpdlovtes mpbowma wdeAeias xdpw. In this
example, the subject is articulated and prime, which makes this
an especially marked theme. When the subject comes at the
beginning of the clause, the subject is the leaping off point of the
clause, the first bit of information that flows out of the speaker.
On top of all of this, the author took the time to articulate the
theme, which is not necessarily required in Greek. All of these
elements work together to draw attention to the subject in subtle
yet important ways. It is possible that this theme is so marked, as
the author wants to draw attention to the wicked speech that
spills forth from the mouths of Twveg &vBpwmor—speech to which
the author clearly does not want his audience listening.

5. Topic and Comment Analysis

Topic and comment analysis functions at the highest level of
discourse. This level includes the clause complex, paragraph, and

74. The demonstrative pronoun o9tot in clause 29 does not signal a theme
change because it is a reference back to the current theme, Tiveg dvBpwmor. This
would be similar to the use of a personal pronoun like “he.” He is a referent
back to a governing term that has been established in most cases, as is od7oL.
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the entirety of a discourse.” First, attention goes to topic.
Another name commonly used for topic is global theme. This
term is helpful because it helps one to visualize the scope of the
topic of a unit of text. Global theme can be understood as the key
participant over the course of multiple clause complexes—
groups of clauses with clear syntactic relationships—of
information.” Typically, the topic is the participant about which
all of the primes and themes are speaking. A contemporary way
to envision this idea is to consider a chapter in a book on
spirituality or education. The author typically names the chapter
after the topic of discourse found on its pages. Everything aside
from the topic found within those pages should be understood as
providing additional information about the particular topic,
which leads to the discussion of comment.

Following the pattern of subsequent to prime and rheme to
theme, comment is the supporting information relative to the
present topic of discourse.”” Thus, the comment is all of the
circumstantial evidence related to the present topic of discourse.
It is, indeed, as the name suggests: Comment is nothing more
than what is being said about a particular topic. As an example,
consider an essay about school uniforms. The student penning
said essay is in favor of school uniforms as a way to create an
even playing field between students of different socio-economic
levels. Her thesis is as follows: If students all had to wear
uniforms, then there would be fewer cliques based on fashion
sense. In this example, the topic of the essay is school uniforms,
and the thesis serves as the comment. The sub-points of the
student’s essay will be made up of themes and primes that relate
back to the topic, as well as subsequents, rhemes, and comments
that directly tie back to her thesis. When she is finished, she has
a coherent and cohesive paper.

The realization of topics and comments comes through shifts
in semantic boundaries, which are defined as the clear shift

75. Porter and O’Donnell, Discourse Analysis, 106.
76. Porter and O’Donnell, Discourse Analysis, 110.
77. Porter and O’Donnell, Discourse Analysis, 106.
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between one semantic environment—a clearly cohesive and
coherent portion of a text—and another.” This means the place
in which one topic ends and another begins. There are several
signs that a semantic boundary may exist between points. These
include, a lack of semantic cohesion, the end of a lexical chain,
discourse markers, summarizing statements, genitive absolutes,
temporal participles or infinitival word groups, changes of
setting within the text, and other circumstantial indicators.” To
provide examples of each of these is beyond the scope of the
present discussion, but a simple example of a semantic boundary
is to reimagine chapters in a book once more. Suppose the
chapters were actually short stories featuring the aforementioned
Bobby, Cindy, and Sissy within an episodic tome of fantastic and
mundane tomes. The ending of Sissy’s story came as she arrived
at her hovel. There is a clear summarizing statement, and the
stated goal of the short story had been met. The readership is
now primed for the next story, and when a new thematic actor is
introduced, Bobby, in a modern and less fantastic setting, it
becomes clear that a new discourse topic has emerged.
Unfortunately, determining topics and comments can be a
very subjective exercise in a text that does not have obvious or
universally agreed upon divisions. This is primarily due to its
high level of operation within the text, meaning that topic and
comment function well above the domain of grammar and
lexical bits. This means that there is more semiotic space for
interpretation in choosing what the true topic and comment of a
pericope is. Understanding this leads one to ask how such
subjectivity might be reduced. The best answer at present is the
combination of all three level of analyses: prime and subsequent,
theme and rheme, and topic and comment. Indeed, constructing
the topic from the bottom up provides the most lucid and
objective end result. Provided that the primes seem to point to
particular themes that themselves point to a topic that can be
explicitly identified, then one can reduce the subjectivity by

78. Porter and O’Donnell, Discourse Analysis, 106.
79. Porter and O’Donnell, Discourse Analysis, 109.
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employing the model described here. Further, if the subsequents
and rhemes point to a clear comment, then the topic and
comment have a solid foundation, which inhibits subjectivity as
much as possible.

Searching for the topic and comment in a given text is,
therefore, significant for exegetes, both lay and professional,
because it aids in uncovering the inner workings of the text as a
text. Too often interpretation has been founded on mirror reading
coupled with individualism, which has devalued the communal
aspects of the text and caused the Bible and Christian religion at
large to be suspect by pragmatists who have shunned faith. This
model is useful in so far as it allows the exegete to capture the
idea of syntagmatic relationships across various levels of
discourse and also the intention of an author in writing his letter.
It aids the interpreter by allowing the reader some guidelines
with which to make sense out of the holy stories, which can
prevent an abuse of the text that could lead to an abuse of human
life, psychologically, physically, and spiritually.

Mark 2:1 consists of a major semantic boundary marked by
both spatial and temporal deictics (i.e., entering again into
Capernaum after some days, it was heard that he is in the house).
Mark 2:13 contains another major semantic shift by means of
spatial deictic; the scene changes from being in the house to
being beside the sea. Thus, the outer boundaries of the pericope
are established. Within the pericope, the semantic boundaries
align with the thematic actors and their associated process
chains. Verses 1-5 are concerned primarily with the interaction
of Jesus and the paralytic that is brought to him from the
perspective of the “many” (moMol)—mainly with overcoming the
difficulty of getting the paralytic to Jesus because the “many”
were blocking the way to him. The unnamed four who brought
the paralytic to Jesus battle the crowd and even the house (!)
until they eventually are able to place the paralytic at Jesus’ feet.
Somewhat anticlimatically, Jesus does not heal the paralytic but
pronounces his sins forgiven. This is somewhat ironic, perhaps
even shocking, given that in Mark 1 wherever Jesus speaks
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publicly he also heals and casts out demons. He is speaking® in
this pericope, too, but he does not immediately heal.

Things change at 2:6. Perspective narrows to some scribes
who were there (presumably part of the many) and their
judgment of Jesus for pronouncing forgiveness of sins of the
paralytic. The semantic chains formed by language related to the
crowd, the house, and the paralytic are broken, and a new
chain—a new topic—begins with the “zooming in” on the
scribes and the disagreement they have with Jesus “in their
hearts” (&v tals xapdiag adtdv). The remainder of the pericope
focuses on the interaction between Jesus and these scribes; the
paralytic is reintroduced into the narrative only so Jesus can heal
him and prove that he does, indeed, have the authority to forgive
sins. Given that this healing is in response to the scribes’ charge
(by means of a rhetorical question) that only God has this kind of
authority, the comment of this portion of the pericope appears to
be that Jesus is God’s divine agent.

One might summarize the two topics in Mark 2:1-12 as
follows: (a) Jesus responds favorably to those who act diligently
and tenaciously on behalf of those who cannot act for themselves
(2:1-5); (b) Jesus demonstrates that he is, indeed, God’s agent to
restore wholeness/holiness to the land (2:6-12).

For all intents and purposes, Jude has only one topic and one
comment related to it. The topic itself is found in clause twelve.
The exact locution unveiling the topic is Twves dvfpwmot, meaning
something akin to “certain people.” Throughout the rest of the
letter Jude expounds upon these certain people, ultimately
negatively evaluating them. The final statement of topic and
comment, a single sentence that grasps the entirety of the point
of the letter, is as follows: “These certain people that snuck in are
bad; therefore, do not be like them, and keep yourselves from
them.”

80. However, Mark has changed the verb he uses. In this pericope, this is
the first time in Mark that AaAéw is used to refer to Jesus’ action of teaching
(8Aadet . . . oV Adyov [v. 2]). Prior to this he tended to use forms of xnpioow.
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Though Tiveg dvBpwmot is not prime in its clause, it is clearly
the thematic actor. These people have snuck into the assembly to
which the author is writing. One might assert that Tveg &vBpwmot
cannot serve as the topic of the letter since the theme is not
marked, but it is significant that the author begins the body of his
letter with these individuals as the thematic actors. It is, after all,
only logical that a letter so brief would get immediately to the
point. To further support Tives &vBpwmor as the topic of the letter,
there are clear referential pronouns guiding the readers and
listeners back to said phrase. Three of the instances—clauses 40,
65, and 74—use ovtol, “these,” and a fourth demonstrates
possession and personification: 0 oTépa adT@Y, meaning “their
mouth(s).” Significantly, these same instances are also prime in
their clauses. Thus, the textual referents back to Teg @vBpwmot
are marked themes, which soundly buttresses the suggestion that
Tiveg dvBpwmot is the topic.

Further evidence supporting the chosen topic can be found by
studying the other thematic actors that do not seem to be
referring to Tweg &vBpwmot. In truth, it can be argued that the vast
majority of these thematic actors actually serve as illustrations,
which are ideationally related back to the topic. For instance,
MiyxanA, the archangel Michael, is the thematic actor of clause
33. He is used as an intertextual thematic formation to ascribe
the qualities of the devil to odtot in clause 40. Thus, the thematic
actor here is nothing more than an allusion to support the
author’s accusation toward Twves &vfpwmot, and the same can be
said of ‘Evay in clause 57. These references, then, cannot serve
as topic material since they actually function interpersonally to
offer negative appraisal of the true topic, which happens to make
them very substantial comment material.

Before moving onto the more in-depth discussion of the
comment material, one more potential objection must be culled.
One might assert that Oueis, which is found in clauses 69 and 77,
should be understood as a second topic in the letter. However,
this need not be the case if the topic is considered correctly. It is
important to remember that a theme is not a topic just because it
is a theme. Here, the author refers to his readers and listeners as
marked themes, since Upels is in the prime position. This is
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significant, and it should be noted that he is likely emphasizing
that he is talking directly to his audience rather than
philosophizing. Still, the author’s volitionary statements are an
attempt to position his readers, through the co-textual
commands, the earlier ideational illustrations, and the ever-
present negative appraisals, to react to Twes @vlpwmot in the
appropriate manner. Thus, since Vel is a reactionary primary
participant, it should not be mistaken for the global theme of its
unit of text. The reactors in this case are not to be considered the
topics.

Moving on, in Jude the comment ought to be understood in a
distinctly interpersonal way. The entirety of the author’s message
can be summarized as a negative appraisal of Twes dvlpwmot, as
is most readily apparent through observing the author’s extensive
use of social name calling. The first such example is found in
clause twelve—the same clause where the topic is explicitly
referenced. In said clause, the author attributes Tives @vBpwmot
with godlessness (doefelc). A second, and particularly
interesting, example lies in verses 12—13. Here, those that snuck
in are actually called stains (ocmAddeg) in a relational clause.
These are just two such examples of what could be discussed ad
nauseum in Jude. This should be sufficient to demonstrate that
the author believes these individuals are bad, and omAddeg
provides the perfect segue into discussing the rest of the
comment.

The completion of the comment requires a response in this
case. There is a definite topic in Tweg dvBpwmor, and the
gratuitous amounts of social name-calling and relational clauses
with negative verbal processes substantiate the readers’
interpretation that these individuals are bad. Recalling the
author’s use of Upelg, one can easily see that there is a distinct
response that the author has in mind, as he turns his attention
directly to his recipients and makes them thematic participants in
the letter in clauses 69 and 77. Thus, it is apparent that his
readership must be part of the comment. All that remains is
identifying the verbal processes the readers are to carry out. Such
a task must revisit the ideational relationships brought about by
the author’s use of intertextuality, Michael and Enoch being the
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thematic examples above. In both of those allusions, the point is
to paint Tiveg dvfpwmor in a negative light by associating them
with an act that the readership’s heteroglossic background—their
own social language and habits that are continually formative
and comprehendible—allows them to easily understand. When
the author reinforces these images with references to Sodom and
Gomorrah and Cain, it is clear that the audience is to avoid any
imitation of the godless people (vv. 7, 11). Instead, they are to
keep themselves away from them and their staining qualities
(waivouaw). No one, indeed, wants to be spoiled through
association with corrupting taint.

In summary, taking the sum of all of the substantiated parts,
one arises at the topic/comment statement, which is as follows:
“These certain people that snuck in are bad; therefore, do not be
like them, and keep yourselves from them.” This sentence
appropriately encapsulates the entirety of Jude in one shot. The
mood here shifts from indicative to imperative; the topic of both
is the certain people. They are interpersonally labeled as bad, and
the audience knows they should not imitate or associate with
them. Thus topic and comment analysis, when building upon the
thematic analysis foundation that ought to undergird it, leads to a
lucid and supportable statement concerning the overall message
of the letter.

6. Conclusion

We have attempted to demonstrate in this paper that exegesis
requires more in-depth analysis of a text in its original language
than simply doing lexical analysis. Determining “what a text is
about” requires the exegete to consider ideational, interpersonal,
and textual meaning. Focusing on textual meaning alone can
glean a much richer understanding of a given text. We have
introduced a model of textual analysis that begins at clause level
and identifies the message of each clause. We also modeled
textual analysis that moves beyond the clause to identify themes
at the level of clause complex (sentence and multi-sentence), as
well as topic at the sub-unit, unit, and discourse level. It is our
hope that other biblical scholars will put these models to work
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and, by doing so, will help sharpen them resulting in a greater
understanding of the biblical text.



60

Appendix 1: Mark

Biblical and Ancient Greek Linguistics 3

Prime and Subsequent Analysis (based on OpenText Annotation)

Clause Component Abbreviations: S = Subject; P = Predicator; C =
Complement; A = Adjunct
Cls# Prime Subsequent
[component in prime]

c2_1 eloerbiv mahw eig Ax0voy

[A] Kadapvaoly o’ uepidv

c2 3 év olxw éotiv

[A]

c2 4 ouvixBnoav moMol

[P]

c2 5 UYKETL XWPEY undE T Tpog THY

[A] Bopav

c2 6 ENdAEL adTols TOV Adyov

[P]

c2 7 Epyovtat bépovTeg Tpog adTOV

[P] TapaAUTIXOV aipduevoy
OTd Tecoapwy

c2_10 @) duvduevol mpooevéyxal |ATECTEYRTAY THY OTEYNY

[A] adTé dié oV ExAov mov Hv

c2 14 Eoptéavteg xaABat oV xpdBatTov

[A]

c2 16 &mov b TaApaAUTINGG KATEXELTO

[A]

c2 17 i0cwv 6 Ingolic Ty mioTy | Aéyel T8 TapaduTinw

[A] TGV

c2 19 TEXVOV adlevral gov ai apaptial

[add]

c2 20 oav TIVEG TRV YpAUUATEWY EXel

[P] xafyuevor xal
Siahoy{bpevol v talis
xapdials adT@Y

c2 23 T 00To¢ 08Tewg Aael;

[A]
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c2 24 BAaodnuel
[P]
c2 25 Tig dbvatal ddiéval auaptiag
[S]
c2 27 75 eic 6 Bede
[A]
c2 28 €000¢ emyvodg 6 Inoolic T | Aéyel adtols
[A] mvedpatt adtol 6Tt oUTwg
diaroyilovrar év auToic
c2 31 Tl tadta diadoyileshe &v Tals
[A] xapdialg Hubv;
c2 32 Tl 0TIV EDXOTWTEPOV
[S]
c2 33 eimely TG TApAAVTING
[P]
c2 34 adlevral aov at apaptiat
[P]
c2 35 eimely
[P]
c2_36 Eyelpe
[P]
c2 37 apov oV xpafaTTév gou
[P]
c2 38 TMEPITATEL
[P]
c2 39 elofjre
[P]
c2_40 ¢govaiav &xet 6 vidg Tol avbpwmou
[C] adréval apaptiag émi T
Viis
c2 42 Aéyel T6 TapaAVTING
[P]
c2 43 ol Aéyw
[C]
c2 44 Eyetpe

[P]
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c2 45 apov TOV xpdfatTéy oov
[P]

c2 46 Umarye elg TOV olxdv oou

[P]

c2 47 Nyépdn

[P]

c2 48 €00l¢ dpag ToV xpaBattov
[A] EEfiMBev Eumpoobey mdvTwy
c2 50 ¢blorachal TavTaS

(P]

c2 51 dokalew Tov Bedv Aéyovtag
[P]

c2 53 oliTwg o0démoTe eldopev
[A]

Theme and Rheme Analysis

I Rheme,
Thematic Unit, Ieioa}\ed)v mahw eic Kadapvaody o’ fuepdv  |Axodody
I Prime, Subsequent,
Rheme, Theme,
év oixw éotiv cuvnxOnoay oMol
Prime, Subsequent, Prime, Subsequent,
Rheme,
URETL XwpELY undt T& mpds THY Bvpav gladel
Primey Subsequent Prime,
Rheme,
adTois Tov Adyov gpyovtat dépovTes mpos adTOY
Subsequent, Prime; Subsequent;
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Rheme,
mapaAuTixdy aipbuevov Umd Teoodpwy | Wi duvdpevor Tpocevéyxatl adTE Sig TOV

dxrov

(Subsequenty) Prime,
Rheme,
Gmeatéyacay T oTéyny Smou Wy | optEavtes | xadat ToV xpdPatTov
Subsequent, Prime, Subsequent,
Rheme,
émou 0 TAPAAUTINOG XATEXELTO i0cv 6 "Inoolic Ty mioTy adTév
Prime; |Subsequent; Prime;
Rheme, I
Aéyel TG TapaAvTIxG Téxvov adlevral oov al apaptiat I
Subsequent; Prime, Subsequent, I

Rheme,

Theme,

Thematic Unit, [ #joav

TIveg TEY ypappatewy exel xabfuevor xal
StahoyilBuevol év Tals xapdials adTéy

Prime, Subsequent,
Rheme,
Ti obtog oftwe Aadel; | PAacdnuel Tig
Prime, Subsequent, Prime, Primey
Rheme,
ovvatatr adrévar auaptiag |(...) ui el 6 Bedg
Subsequenty Prime, Subsequent,
Rheme,

s T o o S o / ARPIR
€080g €myvols 6 Tnaods T4 mvedpatt adtol 81 oltws Siadoyilovtat év éautols

Prime;
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Rheme,

Aéyet abTols Tl tafita Siehoyileade év Tals xapdials Opudv
Subsequent; Prime, |Subsequent,

Rheme,

i 0TIV EUXOTIWTEPOY elmely T TapaAVTING
Prime, Subsequent;, Prime; Subsequent;
Rheme,

Adievral oo al auaptial | eimeiv "Eyeipe Gpov
Prime; Subsequent; Prime; Prime, Prime,,
Rheme,

TOV xpafatTéy oou MEPITATEL eldfite

Subsequent,, Prime, Prime,

Rheme,

¢¢ouaiav gxet 6 vidg Tol avBpdimou adiévar auaptiag €m T yiig
Prime, Subsequent,

Rheme,

Aéyel TG TapaAVTING ol Aéyw

Prime, Subsequent, Prime, Subsequent,
Rheme,

Eyelpe apov TOV xpafatéy oou
Prime, Prime, Subsequent,
Rheme,

Umaye elc TOV oliév gou Nyépn

Prime, Subsequent, Prime,
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Rheme,

€000¢ dpag ToV xpdfattov EADey Eumpoabev mavTwy
Prime,, Subsequent,,

Rheme,

¢elotacbal | mavTag dokdlew Tov Bedv Aéyovtag

Prime, Subsequent, |Prime, Subsequent,

Rheme, I
Otitwg obOgmoTe eidopey I
Prime, Subsequent, I

Topic (Global Theme) and Comment

Unit Boundaries: Temporal and Spatial Deictics

V. #(Cls #) Indicator Text

~ |v.1(c2_2) Spatial deictic eioeAbwv TaAw eig
= Kadapvaop o’ yuepidv
2 - v. 1(c2_2) Temporal deictic |eicelbav maw eig
2 Kadapvaobp o’ yuepidv

[ |v1(2.3) Spatial deictic év olxw 0Ty
< [ |v.13 (c2_54) |Spatial deictic Kai €AMby mdAw mape
5 ™y faracoay
§ —_ v. 13 (c2_54) |Temporal deictic TK;}‘L eégiij/a:dkw Tapd

Unit Boundaries: Person Reference Chains

There are three major person reference chains that interact with each other in
this text: the paralytic, Jesus, and “some of the scribes.” Both the paralytic and
scribes chains break after v. 12; this, in conjunction with the spatial and
temporal deictic markers (above), signals the end of the unit.

Paralytic
1. mapaduTioy (v. 3)
2. person reference (v. 3 aipduevov)
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mapaduTixds (v. 4)
person reference (v. 4 xaTéxelTo)
TapaAuTIG (V. 5)

3

4

5.

6. Téxvov (V. 5)
7. ofyou (v. 5 persPRO gov)

8. mapaluting (v.9)

9. pronominal reference (v. 9 gov)
10. person reference (v. 9 &yetpe)

11. person reference (v. 9 &pov)

12. pronominal reference (v. 9 gov)
13. person reference (v. 9 mepimdet)
14. mapadvting (v. 10)

15. pronominal reference (v. 11 gol)
16. person reference (v. 11 &yetpe)
17. person reference (v. 11 &pov)

18. pronominal reference (v. 11 gov)
19. person reference (v. 11 Umaye)
20. pronominal reference (v. 11 gov)
21. person reference (v. 12 vyépfn)
22. person reference (v. 12 dpag)
23. person reference (v. 12 ¢£#Afev)

Jesus (most recent previous full reference in 1:25)
“he” (v. 1 verbal person éoiv)

“he” (v. 2 verbal person AdAet)

“him” (v. 3 intnPRO adTdv)

“to him” (v. 4 intnPRO ad7@)

“he” (v . 4 person reference 7jv)

“seeing” (v. 5 person reference {06v)

‘Inaols (v. 5)

person reference (v. 5 Aéyet)

A A A o e

pronominal ref (v. 7 demPRO odtog)

—_
o

. person ref (v. 7 AaAel)

—_
—_

. person ref (v. 7 fAacdyuel)
. person ref (v. 8 émryvols )

. Inools (v. 8)

“his” (v. 8 intnPRO adtol)

. person ref (v. 8 Aéyet)

. person reference (v. 10 &yet)

—_ e e =
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17. 6 vidg Tol dvBpeymou
18. person reference (v. 10 Aéyet)
19. person reference (v. 11 Aéyw)

Some scribes

person reference (v. 6 fioa)

pronominal reference (v. 6 indfPRO Tiveg)
TGV ypapupatéwy (v. 6)

person ref (v. 6 xabnpevor)

person ref (v. 6 daloytlopat)

pronominal ref (v. 6 intnPRO adtév)
person reference (v. 8 dtadoyifovtat)
pronominal reference (v. 8 rflxPRO éavTois)

e B A o e

pronominal reference (v. 8 adTois)

—_
e

person reference (v. 8 diadoyilecbe)
11. pronominal reference (v. 8 persPRO Ouév)
12. person reference (v. 10 &idfjre)

Generic Analysis

Orientation

1 Kai eioedbav matw eic Kadapvaobu 01 Huepdv xodaly 8Tt év oixw éotiv. 2 xal
cuvxBnoay modol daTe unxéTt ywpelv undE Ta mpds THY Blpav, xal EldAel alTols
TOV Adyov.

Complication;
3 xal Epyovtal dépovtes mpds alTOV TapaAuTidy aipbuevov OO Tegodpwy. 4 xal
wi) duvauevol mpogeveyxat adTé i oV SxAov

Evaluation

3 I3 \ 3 13 k4 o A ~ 1 ’ 1% <
dmeotéyacay T aTéyny 8mov Ay, xal ééoptEavtes yaldar ToV xpdfatTov Smov 6
TRPAAUTINOG XATEXELTO.

Resolution (temporary)
5 xai idav 6 Incolic Ty mioTwv adT@y Aéyel 6 mapaAvTind, Téxvov, ddievtal oou
ai apaptiat.

Complication,

6 Yoav 0¢ Twes TEV ypappatiwy éxel xabjuevor xal Swhoy{fuevor &v Taic
wapdiag abtéy, 7 Ti oltos oltws Aael; Bhacdnuel -+ Tl ddvatar ddiévat
Guaptiag el wi el 6 Beds;
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Evaluation

8 xal €0Bb¢ émryvols 6 Inoolic 16 mveduatt adtod 87t oltwg Stadoyilovrar év
gauTols Aéyel avtols, Ti talita Sahoyileohe &v Tals xapdiag Ou&v; 9 i éoTwv
edxoTWTEPOV, EiMelY TG TapadvTin®, Adlevtal cov ai apaptial, j ineiy, "Eyelpe
al dpov ToV xpdfatTéy oou xal mepImATEL;

Resolution (final)

10 iva 0t eidfjte 8Tt ESouaiav Exet 6 vidg Tol dvBpwmov ddiévar duaptiag éml T
~ 3 ~ ~ 1 3 P 3 1 A 4 \

Yiic —Aéyer 6 mapalvTind, 11 Zol Aéyw, Eyeipe apov TOV xpdBatTéy cou xal

Umaye els Tov olxdv gou. 12 xal )yépdy xal e0bds dpag Tov xpdPattov E£fADey

gumpoafey mavtwy, dote élotaclar mdvtas xal dokdlew Tov Bedv Aéyovtag STt

Otrwg oddémote eldopev.

Appendix 2: Jude

Prime and Subsequent Analysis (based on OpenText Annotation)
Clause Component Abbreviations: S = Subject; P = Predicator; C =
Complement; A = Adjunct

Cis# Prime Subsequent

[component in prime]

cl_1 "Tovdag Tyood Xpiotol Tolg év Bedd maTpl

[S] Solidog, aderdds 08 TaxwPou  Hyamnuévols xal Tnool
XptaTé TeTnpnUévols
*xANToiS

cl 4 €heog ... xal elphvy xal buiv ... dydmy

[S] Gydmy mAnOuvbein

cl 5 AyamnTol mioay oToudNY

[add] ToloUNEVOS Ypddewy iV
mepl THg xowiic N

cwTyplag dvayxn Eoyov
ypaat Opiv Tapaxadiy
) ; o g
¢maywvileobal Tff dmaf
mapadoBeioy Tolg dylotg
mioTel



cl 12
[P]

cl_16
[C]
cl 18
[P]
cl_19
[S]

cl 22
[C]

cl 25
[S]

cl 29
[A]
cl 31
[C]
cl 32
[C]
cl 33
[S]
cl 34
[A]

TapelcEduaay

Ymouvijoat

eldéTag

"Tnooli

&yyéAoug Te ToUg )
THpRoaAVTaS THY EQUTEY
apy v @M dmoAToVTaS TO
{d1ov obxnmipLov

Zédopa xal Tépoppa xat ai
mept alTag méAeLs

opolwg

XUPLOTYTAL

d¢kag

‘O Muyanh 6 apyayyeros

T8 St féhw Siaxpvdpevos
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yap Tives dvBpwot, of
TaAaL TPOYEYPAULUEVOL Elg
Tolito T6 xpina, doefeis,
v Tod Beol Nudv xapita
petatibévTes eig
aceXyetay xal ToV uovov
deaméTyy xal xVplov
Nuidv Inoodv Xpiotdv
dpvolyevot

Opés Povdopat
Opés mavTa

dmak hadv éx yii
AlydmTou cwoag To
dedTepov Tolg Wi
TIOTEVTAVTAS ATIWAETEY
elg xplaw peyains Nuépas
deapois didlog 0o {ddov
TETHPNXEY

ov Gpotov TpdToV TOUTOLS
éxmopvedoaoal xal
ameMfoloau émiocw gapxds
éTépag, mpbxevtal delypa
mupds aiwviou dixny
vméyouoat

obTot évumvialbpevotl
oapxa Uev uaivousty

T~
&Betodaty

Bracdnuotow

dteAéyeTo mepl ToU
Muicéws copatog
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cl 36
[A]
cl 38
(P]
cl 39
(P]
cl 40
(S]
cl 42
[C]
cl 44
[A]
cl 45
(S]
cl_46
[A]
cl 47
[A]
cl 48
[A]
cl 49
(S]

cl 57
(P]

elmey
) ,
gmTiioat
Od7ot
8oa duaixds
S
&v ToUTOIg
.
oval
7§ 696 Tol Kdiv
T mAavy Tol Badaay
Tfj dvtidoyia Tol Képe

Ofdol

TpoedyiTevoey

Biblical and Ancient Greek Linguistics 3

gTéAun ey xplow
émeveyxelv PAacdnuiag

oot xVpLog

8oa utv odx ofdaaty
Bracdnuolow

wg & dhoya (Ba
émioTavtal

dBeipovTal

adTolg
émopevfnoay
wioBob ey lbnoay
amrovto

elow ol év Tais dydamalg
Oubv omAdde
cuvevwyolpevol adéfug,
€auToUg ToLpaivovTES,
vedélat Gvudpot OO
avéuwy mapadepoueval,
dévdpa dBoTwpLve
dxapma dig amobavévra
éxpilwbévTa xdpata
dypta Baraoons
¢madpilovra Tag Equthv
aloylvag, aoTépeg
mhavijtal olc 6 {dog Tol
oxéTous i aiGva
TETHPNTAL

xai TovTols €Pdopog &mod
Aday Evay Aéywy
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cl 59 idob

(P]

cl_60 nABev xUplog &v aylalg puptaaty

[P] adtol motfjoat xplaw
xatd TavTWY xal EAéyEal
méoav Yuyxny mepl
TAVTWY TGV Epywy
Goeelag adtév Gy
HoéPnoav xai mepl
TEVTWY TEY GIAp&Y GV
éldAnoay xat’ avTol
auaptwlol doepels

cl 65 Odbol elow yoyyvortal

[S] pewipotpot xata Tag
¢mbupiag éautdy
TOPEVOUEVOL

cl_67 T6 oTépa adTEY AaAel Umépoyxa,

[S] Bavpdlovres mpdowma
wdelelag xaptv

cl_69 Oels dyamntol, wyobnte Tév

[S] PNUATEY TEY
TPoELpNLEVWY UTO TGV
amoaTéAwy ToU xuplov
Nuév Inood Xptotol

cl_71 Eheyov buiv

(P]

cl_72 em’ €oxaTov Tol xpovou Eoovtau umainTal xatd

[A] Tas éautdy émbupiag
TOPEVGUEVOL TRV
doePedv

cl 74 Odol iow ol dmodiopiovreg,

[S] Yuytixol, Tvelipa w)

gxovteg
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cl 77
[S]

cl 81
[C]
cl 83
[C]
cl 85
[C]

cl 88
[C]

Opels

ol peév éAedite
dlaxpopévoug

olg
olg
Té 3t duvapéve durdiat

Opds dntaioTous xal atioat
watevamiov tiis 96Ens adTod

dyamyrol,
émowxodopolivTeg éauTols
T aylwtdTy) Uiy TioTel,
év mvedpatt Qylw
TpoTeUYUEVOL, EQUTOUS
év ayamy Beol Tnproate
mpoodexduevol O EXeog
7ol xuplov Nuidv Inood
Xptatod el {wi alwviov

otleTe éx TUpdS
Gpmdlovreg

Aetite v $p6Pw woodvreg
xal TOV amd THis gapxds
goTAwuUEvoY YITEVR
d8Ea peyalwabvy xpdtog
xal éouata mpd mavTog

7ol ai@vos xal viv xal eig

GUWMOUS &V Ayad\idael, uévw TdvTag Tovg aidvag, Guny

Bedd cwThipL b oid Tnood
Xpiotol Tod xuplov Huddv

Theme and Rheme Analysis

Theme, Rheme,

Thematic Unit, "Tobdag Tnool Xpiotol | Tois év Bedd matpl Hyamnuévors
dolidog, GOeAdds O xat Inool Xpioté Tetnpnuévols
TaxwPou xAnTois:
Prime, Subsequent,

Rheme,;

gheog . .. xal elpy xal |, .. Opiv . .. mAnBuvBeln | Ayamytol

dydmy

Prime, Subsequent, Prime,
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Rheme,

méoav amoudiy motolpevos Ypddety UiV mepl THg xowiic Nudv cwtnpiag

o ¥ ; e - / 5 /
Gdyxn Eayov ypapau Ouiv mapaxardv énaywvilecdar ti dmaf mapadobeioy

Tl arylotg mioTel

Subsequent,

I Rheme, Theme,
Thematic Unit, Iwapsws’5ucav Tiveg Gvbpwmol
I Prime, Subsequent,

(Theme,)

ol maAat mpoyeypappévol eig ToliTo T xpipa, aoePels, v Tol Beol Nudv xdpita

petatibfévreg eig doédyeiay xal ToV wbvov OeaméTHY xal xUptov Nudv Incodv

XptoTdv épvodpevol

(Subsequent,)

Rheme,

Ymopvijoal ... Oués Botopat eldéTag

Prime, Subsequent;, Prime,

Rheme,

dudis dmag [NA™] mdvta |'Tnools [NA™] Aadv éx yiig AlyvmTou
cwaoag To OeiTepoV ToUg
wn moTeboavTag
AmwAeTey

Subsequent, Primey Subsequenty

Rheme,

dyyéhoug Te ToUS 1)
TYpRoAVTAS THY EQUTEY
apxv G’ amoATovTaS
70 1dtov obinTiplov

elg xploy Leyans nuépag
deopols Gidlog vmd (Sdov
TETYPYKEV

Sédopa xal Tduoppa xai
at mepl adTag ToAELS

Prime,

Subsequent,

Prime;
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Rheme,
TOV Bpotov Tpémov TolTol Exmopveboaaal xal obTot
amelbolioal émiow oapxds ETépag, TpdxewTal Oelypa
Tupds aiwviou Bixny vTéyovoal
Subsequent; Prime,
Rheme,
gvummvialbpevor adpxa udv |xupldtyTa afetolio
wiaivouaty
Subsequent, Prime, Subsequent;,
Rheme, I
dd&ag Bragdnuodoy I
Prime; Subsequent; I
Themes Rheme;
Thematic Unity ‘O Miyanr 6 |18 Sieféhw Sraxpvdpevos dieréyeto mepl
apxayyehos  |tol Muwicéws cwpatog
Prime, Subsequent,
Rheme;
) 3 __ I 7 > ~, r 3
obx gTéAunoey xplotw emeveyxelv fAacdnuiag | elmey
Prime, |Subsequent, Prime,
Rheme; I
émTipuoal got xUplog I
Primey Subsequenty I
I Theme, Rheme,
Thematic Unit, IOﬁTot 8oa utv odx oidacy Bracdnuolow
I Prime, Subsequent,
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Rheme,

8oa (...) duaixis wg T& &hoya (Ba v ToUToIC
émioTavtal

Prime, Subsequent,, Prime,

Rheme,

dOeipovTat odal adTois

Subsequent, Primey Subsequent,

Rheme,

Tf 606 Tob Kdiv émopetbnoay Tfj mAdvy Tol Balaau

Prime, Subsequent, Prime;

Rheme,

wioBob ey tbnoay Tfj dvtidoyia Tol Képe ATWAOVTO

Subsequent; Prime, Subsequent;,

Rheme,

Ofrol elow ol év Tals dydmalg Dudv omidddes cuveuwyolpevol dddBws,

éauTodg Totpalivovtes, vedéal Gvudpor UTO dvépwy mapadepbueval,
oevopa dBvomwpiva dxapma dig amobavévra

Prime; Subsequent;

Rheme,

éxptlwbévra, xduata dypia bardoons émadpilovta Tag Eautdy aioydvas,
Gorépes mAaviitat ois 6 {8dog Tol axdrous eis aiédva TeThpNTAL.

(Subsequent;)

Rhemes

Themes

Thematic Units

Tpoedpritevaey | TolTOLS

€Bdopog amd Aday ‘Evay
Aéywy

Prime,

Subsequent,
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Rhemes

900 |%ABev

xUplog &v ayiaig puptacty adtol molfioat xploly xatd TAVTWY

xal e éyEar mioay Yuyny mepl mavtwy Tév Epywv doefelag

Ly 4 5 1 \ \ A ~ ~ K
abTév wv oEProay xal mepl MAVTWY TEY oxANp&EY Wy

g dMnoay xat’ adTol

apaptwlol doefels

Prime, |Prime. |Subsequent,
Theme, Rhemeg
Thematic Unit, Odol elow yoyyvotal pepipotpot xata Tag
émbupiag équtév Topeubpevol
Prime, Subsequent,
Theme, Rheme,
Thematic Unit, TO oTOpA el Umépoyxa, Bavpdlovreg
adTEy mpéowTa wderelag xdptv
Prime, Subsequent,
Themes |[Rhemeg
Thematic Unitg Ypeis dyamyrol, whohyte T6Y pnudTwy TGy
TPoELPNUEVWY VTS TGV AmooTéAwY Tol
xuplov Nuév Inool Xptotol
Prime, Subsequent,
Rhemes
Eheyov Ouiv ém’ éoxdTou Ypovou
Prime, Subsequent, Prime,
Rhemes

goovTal eumaintat xatd Tag fautdy émbupias mopeuduevol TEY doefeldy

Subsequent,
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Thematic Unity

Thematic Unit,,

Theme, Rheme,

Ofol elow of dmodiopilovres, Yuyixol,
mvelpa un Exovres

Prime, Subsequent,

Theme,, Rheme;,

Yueis dyamntol, émotxodopoivres Eautols T
aylwtaty) iy mioTet, év Tvedpatt
aylw mpooeuybuevol

Prime, Subsequent;,

Rhemem
éautolg év dydmy Beol ypiioate Tpoadexdpevor T6 Edeog | ol (...) [...]
708 xuplov Hu&v Tneol Xpiotod eig {wny aidwviov OlaxpLyopévoug
(Subsequenty,) Prime,
Rhemem
[EXediTe] ot¢ o@leTe éx mupds dpmalovres
Subsequent, Primey Subsequent,
Rheme,

o a2 ~ oy o s )
olg éhedite év PpoBuw wioobvres xal ToV &M THi¢ orpxds EomAwuvoy

x\T@va

Prime, Subsequent,
Rheme,
T6 8¢ Suvapéve duldiar Hpds dntaioTous xal 3680 peyalwalvn xpdtog
oTiioal xatevdmiov Tis 065ns adTol duduous év xal égovoia

dyaidoet, uovew Bed owtiipt Hudv e Inood
Xptatol Tol xupiov Huidv

Prime;
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Rheme 10

mpd TavTos Tol aidvog xat viv xal i mavtag Tols aidvag, duny

Subsequent;

Topic (Global Theme) and Comment Analysis

Unit Boundaries: Letter Convention

Section Marker

Letter Opening (vv. 1-2) Begins with identification of sender and
recipient; ends with wish for peace

Letter Body (vv. 3-23) Begins with address formula (&yamntof); ends
with dramatic shift in person (3rd person
plural to 2nd person plural (Ouels 8¢ [v. 17, 2])
spike in directive attitude (imperative mood)

Letter Closing (vv. 24-25) Begins with person shift (2nd plural to 3rd
singular); consists of doxology

Generic Analysis
The basic merit of this analysis for the letter is that it allows us to chop off the
more formal parts of the letter, meaning we can focus on the body, where the

bulk of the meaning is made.

Greeting (1-2)

1 "Tovdas "Ingol Xpiotol Odoldog, ddeddds Ot laxcifou, Toig év el matpl
nyamnuévols xat Tnaol Xptoté Tetnpruévols xAnols- 2 Eleog iy xat eipnvy xal
dydmn mAnbuvbeiy.

Body (3-23)

3 Ayamyoi, mioav omoudyy molodpevos ypadew Vv mept THe o Audv
cwtnplag qvdywny Eoyov ypdbar Oulv mapaxaddv émaywvileobar Tff dmaf
mapadobelon Tois aylow miorer. ... 22 Kat olg pév ehelite diaxptvouevous, 23 olg
¢ aedlete éx mupds dpmalovtes, ols 08 Ehelite &v dbPw wisolvres xal OV dmd THg
oapxds ETTIAWUEVOY XITEVA.

Closing (24-25)
24 T§ 8¢ duvapéve durdEar uds dntalotous xal otficar xatevamov Tis 06Eng
adTol duwpous év dyadidoet, 25 udvew Bed cwthipl Hudv o Inool Xpiotol Tod
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xuplov v 068a ueyalwadvy xpdtos xai égovaia mpd Tavtds Tol ailvos xal viv
xal elg mavtag Tols aldvag, Guny.

Unit Boundaries: Person Reference Chains

There are several participants that are referred in Jude. Below, we have
included the primary participants of each person—first, second, and third.
Additionally, we have included references to some of the more interesting
allusions and prominent personalities. Below, participles and attributive nouns
are only included if they serve as explicit metaphors for their particular
referents—as in relative clauses or in the case of substantive participles glossed
as relative clauses. All in all, the number of references to “certain people” and
“you all” makes it readily apparent that these are the two most important
participants in the letter. The “certain people” are clearly the most referred to,
and after Jude has made all of his points concerning them, he admonishes his
audience, “you all,” to respond in a way that honors their commitment to the
Lord Jesus Christ.

Jude
"Tovdag (v. 1)
person reference (v. 3 €oyov)
pronominal reference (v. 3 Huiv)
pronominal reference (v. 4 Nuév)

1

2

3

4

5. pronominal reference (v. 4 Nuiv)
6. person reference (v .5 fodhopar)

7. pronominal reference (v. 17 nuév)
8.  pronominal reference (v. 21 Huév)
9. pronominal reference (v. 25 Huév)

10. pronominal reference (v. 25 Huév)

“Certain People”

person reference (v. 4 mapetoéduoav)
Tweg @vBpwmot [doefeis] (v. 4)

of mpoyeypauuévot (v. 4)

petatifévreg (v. 4)

pronominal reference (v. 8 demPro-o0Tot)
person reference (v. 8 piaivouatv)

person reference (v. 8 &betoliowy)

person reference (v. 8 fAacdyuolow)

e T ARl o

pronominal reference (v. 10 demPro-o07ot)
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10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44.
45.
46.
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person reference (v. 10 oidaatv)

person reference (v. 10 fAacdnuoiow)

person reference (v. 10 émigTavtar)

person reference (v.10 dBeipovrat)

pronominal reference (v. 11 demPRO-ad101)
person reference (v. 11 émopevfnoav)

person reference (v. 11 é&ex00noav)

person reference (v. 11 dmwdovto)

pronominal reference (v. 12 demPro-o07ot)
person reference (v. 12 eiow)

omAddes (v. 12)

guvevwyovpevol (v. 12)

pronominal reference (v. 12 rflx-PRO éautods)
motpalivovteg (v. 12)

vederal (v. 12)

devdpa (v. 12)

xopata (v. 13)

pronominal reference (v. 13 reflxPRO-£autév)
aatépes (v. 13)

pronominal reference (v. 13 relPRO-ol¢)
pronominal reference (v. 14 demPRO-toUT015)
Yuyxny (v. 15)

pronominal reference (v. 15 intnPRO-ad7év)
person reference (v. 15 HoéBnoav)

person reference (v. 15 éAdAnoav)

apaptwiol (v. 15)

pronominal reference (v. 16 demPro-oftot)
person reference (v. 16 giow)

yoyyvartal (v. 16)

pewipotpot (v. 16)

pronominal reference (v. 16 reflxPRO-éautéiv)
pronominal reference (v. 16 intnPRO-ad7év)
gumaixtat (v. 18)

pronominal reference (v. 18 reflxPRO-£éautév)
pronominal reference (v. 19 demPro-odTot)
person reference (v. 19 &iow)

dmodiopilovtes (v. 19)
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You/You All

1. pronominal reference (v. 2 Ouiv)
2. pronominal reference (v. 3 Ouiv)
3. pronominal reference (v. 3 nuév)
4. pronominal reference (v. 3 Ouiv)
5. pronominal reference (v. 4 Huiv)
6. pronominal reference (v. 4 nuév)
7. pronominal reference (v. 5 Oués)
8. pronominal reference (v. 5 duéc)
9. pronominal reference (v. 12 duwv)
10. “Yuels (v. 17 persPRO)

11. person reference (v. 17 pvnodnte)
12. pronominal reference (v. 17 nuév)
13. pronominal reference (v. 18 dutv)
14. “Yueis (v. 20 persPRO)

15. pronominal reference (v. 20 rflxPRO-éautols)
16. pronominal reference (v. 20 duwv)
17. pronominal reference (v. 21 rflxPRO-éauTolg)
18. person reference (v. 21 tprioate)
19. pronominal reference (v. 21 nuév)
20. person reference (v. 22 é\edite)
21. person reference (v. 23 owlete)
22. person reference (v. 23 é\edte)
23. pronominal reference (v. 24 Hués)
24. pronominal reference (v. 25 Huév)
25. pronominal reference (v. 25 nuév)
Jesus

1. ’Inoob (v. 1)

2. Xpwotod (v. 1)

3. ’Inoob (v. 1)

4. Xpotd (v. 1)

5. Odeométny (v. 4)

6.  xvplov (v. 4)

7. Inoolv (v. 4)

8. Xptotov (v. 4)

9. xbpog (v. 5)

10. cwoag (v. 5)

11. person reference (v. 5 dmwAegey)
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12. person reference (v. 6 TeTHpnxev)
13. xdprog (v. 9)

14. person reference (v. 9 émTiunoat)
15. xdpiog (v. 14)

16. xupiov (v. 17)

17. ’Inoob (v. 17)

18. Xpiotod (v. 17)

19. xwupiov (v. 21)

20. ’Ingob (v. 21)

21. Xpotod (v. 21)

22. ’Inaob (v. 25)

23. Xpotod (v. 25)

24. xvplov (v. 25)

Angels

1. é&yyéhoug (v. 6)

2. typroavtas (v. 6)

3. pronominal reference (v. 6 £éauTév)
4.  dmolmévtag (v. 6)

Sodom and Gomorrah

1. Xddoua xai Tépoppa (v. 7)

2. éxmopvedoaoat (v. 7)

3. gmeAboloal (v. 7)

4. person reference (v. 7 mpbxetvtat)

Michael

1. Miyan (v. 9)

2. person reference (v. 9 diedéyeto)
3. person reference (v. 9 étéAunaev)
4. person reference (v. 9 eimev)

Enoch
1. person reference (v. 14 Tlposdrtevoey)
2. ‘Bvay (v. 14)
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